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Friends in Christ, 

My prayer for each of you is that you are 

enjoying the summer weather in good health, 

and strength of mind, and living in continued 

faith in God.  We continue praying for the 

recovery of Pastor Eric and Jana Griffith, and 

Jana’s sister Veronica, as they build strength 

and recover from the Covid virus. We all 

agree this is a nasty virus!  We pray our staff remains 

healthy, positive and willing to contribute to Wooden 

Cross’s ongoing church ministry …. we need you all. 

 I continue to be thankful for the caring people of 

this congregation who continue to step forward 

volunteering to lead Sunday morning Drive In Church; 

Saturday Zoom Prayer Group; Wednesday Zoom Bible 

Study; actively serving on Church Council; and 

continuing committee work remotely.  You know who 

you are!  Pastor Phil Lee described you all in his 

message last Sunday – “YOU ARE WHEAT and not a 

Weed” needing to be separated!  You all are testament 

to the true definition of a linked community in action, 

serving unselfishly for the good of the whole …more on 

this later! 

Each morning after my morning coffee and reading 

some of the daily newspaper (which my father-in-law 

used to call “the discouraging word”) I begin to plan my 

day.  First making lists of tasks around home I want to 

start anew, or finish one from yesterday or even a 

month ago.  I have come to realize more from my recent 

retirement that it is important, if not critical, to have 

“purpose” and “accomplishment” daily or one can really 

drift apart both physically and mentally.      

For example, I need to be careful how much 

current news I view on TV, my phone, through 

social media or read in the daily newspaper.  

Current happenings on the political front,   

the health and well-being concerns for 

people of all walks of life is puzzling and 

angers me to the core.  

 Where has the love and compassion gone for 

something as precious as a human life?  Why is the 

struggle to accept wearing a face mask in public and 

keeping distance between us in hopes of saving 

thousands of lives (including someone else’s church 

pastor) …dividing us so?  It seems something as simple 

as common-sense can escape peoples’ grasps, putting 

our whole world spinning. 
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2020 Stewardship 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all God’s gifts. 

2020 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $4,847 
 

JUN Week 1: $1,525 

 Week 2:    $6,654  

 Week 3: $4,692 

 Week 4: $2,174 

  $15,044 

 Weekly Average:  $3,761 

 

JUL Week 1: $5,310 

 Week 2:     $3,715 

 Week 3: $2,825 

   $11,850 

 Weekly Average:  $3,950 

Thank you! 

 H e a l t h  C o n c e r n s     

If you or your family have any health concerns needing prayer, 

or a pastoral contact or visit, please call or email the church 

office.  Thank you. 

W e d n e s d a y  B i b l e  S t u d y  

God calls us to grow in faith.  Members 

and friends are invited to grow in their relation-

ships with God.  A book of the Bible is selected 

to read and study together over several weeks 

to give it full exploration.   

During our shelter-in-place, we will be having Adult Bible 

Study online via Zoom on Wednesday mornings beginning at 

10:00 AM!  You are welcome to join us!  Bring a willing heart. We 

will till the soil. God brings the growth.   



A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  O u r  C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t  

Continued from Page 1 

Many of you know, I grew up on a working dairy and 

crop farm in Minnesota.  Early in my life, I learned 

working hard brought you rewards.  Treating all people 

and animals with respect and love were basic table 

stakes to life existence…. Because at some point in 

time, you would need physical help or mental support 

yourself to just survive.  I learned early on that the 

importance of support for “community well-being” is 

both physical and mental and owned by each of us 

individually doing it together. 

Our family pod farmed together with my two uncles’ 

families and a first cousin across four different farm 

steads in our community.   When someone lost a farm 

animal during a thunderstorm, we all went looking until 

it was found.  Planting and harvest were critical times 

for “all hands on deck” working day and night to finish 

the tasks.  When one of us finished church 

confirmation, graduated from high school or got 

married, they all came to the party!  They recognized 

your accomplishments with verbal congratulations and 

even brought gifts!  It felt special and good! 

 When someone passed away, we stopped 

everything, made a hot dish and ran to their side to lend 

support, and prayed for their healing and strength.      

All the things we did were for the well-being of the 

community.  WE all won, and we all lost.  There was little 

Throughout the 

months of June and July 

the folks at Wooden 

Cross have enjoyed 

flashing lights and 

honking horns as they 

worship and participate in Drive In Church.  It has been 

great to see friends and re-connect. 

The flow of Sunday morning worship is similar to 

inside the sanctuary with scripture, prayer, communion, 

music, and preaching—just out in the parking lot, with 

people sitting in their vehicles or lawn chairs (keeping a 

safe distance) and tuning in to the FM audio feed on 

their car radios.  We look forwarding to see you!  
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D r i v e  I n  C h u r c h   

talk of the “it’s about me” movement which I am 

witnessing more and more today… like the old Burger 

King ads used to say…. “Have it your way.”   

God tells us to reach down and pick up the 

downtrodden.  Feed those who are hungry and share 

our water to quench their thirst.  When we get lost, God 

finds us and sets a new course. The Bible is a cup 

running over of passages pertaining to community well-

being. I think it all starts with me excepting personal 

responsibility. 

We are a Wooden Cross community of people who 

worship together, share each other’s accomplishments, 

joys and sorrows—all for our community well- being.  

“We are wheat in a field amidst the weeds.” 

We are asked to do things now and maybe in the 

future that we do not like to do.  (For me as a current 

example that I told the Church Council during the July 

devotional time, “I hate wearing a mask!”)  BUT…. I do it 

for my community all around me.  It is my 

responsibility… just table stakes from my up-bringing on 

the farm. 

Now Go, Grow and Connect, 

Jerry Booren 

Council Worker Bee 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated items for our 2020 Garage 

Sale.  As we were unable to hold this 

event, items were sorted and 

organized.  Some were donated, and 

all saleable items were stored 

upstairs in the church attic for the 

next Garage Sale.   

A special thank you to those who volunteered their 

time and efforts in this endeavor:  Peg Jessen, Carolyn 

Lee, David Neely,  Sandra Booren, Seung  Lee, Jerry 

Booren, and Art Hammersburg.  And a BIG Thank You! 

to Nancy Hansen for taking the lead on this project!   

G a r a g e  S a l e   

T h a n k  Y o u  
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S e a t t l e - L i m b e  S e w i n g  C i r c l e  M a s k s   

H e l p  H e a l  D i v i s i o n s  o f  F a i t h  a n d  R a c e  

Many Wooden Cross 

sewers, who previously 

worked and served 

with the inter-faith 

Seattle-Limbe Sewing 

Circle, Days for Girls, 

have found a new stay

-at-home calling sewing face masks.  They have 

switched from group sewing sessions making reusable 

feminine hygiene kits (essential for girls in the 

Cameroon to complete their educations) to sewing 

masks to stop the spread of coronavirus here.   

Some are sewing PPE masks for Kirkland 

Evergreen Hospital’s Blue Mask Brigade.  Others are 

sewing cloth face masks, essential to encourage 

wearers to each do a part to stop the spread of 

coronavirus to neighbors and those we meet in public.   

Some, whose friendships were forged during 

sewing circle days at the mosque in Monroe, are 

continuing conversations on Zoom to find new ways to 

help heal the divisions of faith and race, which we are 

currently facing in these unprecedented times.   

We join our prayers with those of another Cascadia 

Parish Lutheran congregation who included the 

following in their recent online worship service: 

MASK BLESSING 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Kirkland  

O Holy One, 

Bless the mask makers,  

those who create—from cloth, flannel, elastic, wire, 

yarn and buttons—the barriers that allow us to be 

out among others yet keep them safe from what we 

might be silently harboring. 

Bless the mask wearers,  

that we may see them as a sign of care and love for 

others; that we may see your face beneath each 

mask. 

Bless us all,  

that we may see that by covering our noses and 

mouths, we have opened our eyes and our hearts 

to one another.   Amen. 

M e n t a l  H e a l t h   

a n d  R e l a t i o n s h i p  

S u p p o r t   

Lutheran Counseling Network (LCN) provides 

mental health and relationship support via telehealth 

during Covid-19.  

LCN is a group of Master's and Doctoral-level 

clinicians, usually serving out of Lutheran 

congregations from Bellingham to Federal Way. Most 

of LCN therapists accept insurance, or they can see 

you on a fee-for-service basis. They welcome referrals 

from inside and outside the Lutheran community.  

For those with limited resources, thanks to 

contributions to their low fee fund, clinicians are often 

able to provide discounts.  To seek services or to 

contribute to the low-fee fund, visit their website 

at www.lutherancounseling.net. 

C a m p  U n i t y  D i n n e r  

Wooden Cross members and friends  

continue to supply monthly meals to 

Camp Unity during the pandemic.   

Wooden Cross will be providing 

dinner to Camp Unity residents on 

Monday, August 31.  If you’d like to 

supply a food item, please contact the church office.  

Meal donations should be brought to Wooden Cross by 

4:45 PM.   

One the Wooden Cross meal coordinators will 

deliver the food to Camp Unity.  Residents will serve 

themselves.   

Thank you to everyone who supports this effort.  

Please keep Camp Unity in your prayers.    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UdlRaYt_NCaX1xWOgHE2y6U70ijLgvqbwxH3gh0x5yOd26eiibB6eJe2-lFfh1KEydNNwVrBkFbWj2KCJZYcPzyNpJwvku3MfZ2NXA26H5adtHnscZFM-yoEeF2azaaGB-JiVmt-SGFr7-a24F_vRo9waeBwPHOy&c=jnHM_AlxbS7BEYxlruwhKj7_EyFXDtWHkkbt4XuZrotg7vVYOiibeQ==&ch=qfcIj


E L C A  S p o t l i g h t :  

Y o u r  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  a t  W o r k  
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The Pentecost Spirit is burning among us.  In 

the Black Lives Matter movement, the Pentecost 

winds and fires embody a struggle toward 

shalom, justice and new life for God’s suffering 

people.  As we were told recently by our ELCA 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, “Silence is 

violence.”  Winds of Pentecost call each of us in the ELCA to 

learn where we must personally be accountable to God’s 

Word and intention for humanity.   

 Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture expresses 

our calling to celebrate culture and ethnicity.  Our social 

statement calls each of us to be accountable to:  “confront 

racism, to engage in public leadership, witness and 

deliberation on these matters, and to advocate for justice 

and fairness for all people.”  The statement is grounded in 

the conviction that the church has been gathered together in 

the joyful freedom of the reign of God as announced by and 

embodied in Jesus.  That reign has not come in its fullness, 

but the message of God's yes to the world breaks down all 

dividing walls as we live into that promise.—ELCA social 

statement adopted 1993 by Churchwide Assembly 

As members of the ELCA at Wooden Cross, we need to 

ask ourselves whether we are willing to live into that promise 

by making ourselves accountable to personally “break down 

walls” in these times of racial tension. Black Lives Matter is a 

response to the death of too many Americans of color.      

The movement began about the same time as our first 

annual ELCA Commemoration of the Emanuel Nine from 

O u r  C h r i s t i a n  R e s p o n s e  W o r k   

T o w a r d  S h a l o m — L o v e  a n d  J u s t i c e  

This month ELCA Lutherans in Washington 

State are reminded that we are called to vote—

to exercise our civic responsibilities as part of 

our Christian response in a hurting world.  

Recently our nation lost two icons who 

devoted their lives to assuring voting rights for every 

individual, regardless of race.  Congressman John Lewis’ 

passing came within hours of the Rev. C.T. Vivian, a Baptist 

pastor and Christian civil rights leader.  Both worked 

alongside the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to promote 

nonviolence that assured every person, regardless of race, 

counted not only in the eyes of God but also in the eyes of 

the electoral, economic, and judicial systems in America.  

The lives of these civil rights luminaries are 

remembered this month as Americans also commemorate 

R e m e m b e r  t o  V o t e  i n  t h e  A u g u s t  4  P r i m a r y !  

the centennial of the ratification of the 19th 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution on August 

26, 1920—which finally guaranteed women the 

right to vote. 

It is our personal Christian responsibility to vote 

and to encourage friends, neighbors, and adult children—

regardless of faith, race, or political bent—to be engaged 

voters as well.   We are called by our ELCA Church Council, 

who in June adopted the social message entitled 

“Government and Civic Engagement in the United States: 

Discipleship in a Democracy.”  (See the July newsletter 

which highlighted portions of that statement.) As ELCA 

Lutherans we are especially called by God, using Biblical 

guidance to make our prayerful voting decisions and submit 

our ballots on August 4.   

Charleston, murdered at a 2015 prayer service 

by racial hatred.  Untold suffering is the result of 

a tragic racial divide in our country.  Injustice has 

often been fueled by blind racial biases.   

We are challenged to become aware of any 

biases and called to act out a new way of life, 

working across divides during the months and years ahead.  

We can no longer defend any past indifference, nor allow 

ourselves to retreat to our old, safe places.  We cannot run 

from the questions and problems which this unsettling 

racial tension has uncovered.  We need to hold ourselves 

accountable for how the wind and fire of Pentecost might 

breathe compassion and God’s love into our hurting world.   

In the spirit of shalom, our Cascadia Parish sister 

congregation, Holy Spirit Lutheran, Kirkland, has posted an 

anti-racism statement and resource list on their website.  

These are personal invitations for those of faith to grow.   

We are invited to examine our attitudes more closely during 

our stay-at-home days.  We can engage in introspection, 

learning how winds and fire of Pentecost might hold us 

personally accountable.  Holy Spirit offers a comprehensive, 

multimedia list of books, movies and podcasts for children, 

youth, and adults.  These can be found at:   https://

www.hslckirkland.org/anti-racism-resources.  Our Christian 

response might be to commit to explore just one resource, 

so each at Wooden Cross can more readily say, “Here am I, 

God. Use me.  I am accountable.”   

https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf
https://www.hslckirkland.org/anti-racism-resources
https://www.hslckirkland.org/anti-racism-resources
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6 
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Drive-In Church  
Wooden Cross Parking Lot 
  

  

 

   

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p AA via Zoom 
 

11  

 

 

11:15a-12:15p 
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via Zoom 
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9:30 AM 
Prayer Group 
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via Zoom 
  
  

  
 

20                               

 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

 

  

21                                 

  

 

 

  

22 

9:30 AM 
Prayer Group 
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Drive-In Church  
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SEP NEWS Article Due! 
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